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The law is on 

the bosses’ 



"I CAN not understand how a mul¬ 
tinational company like that can 
just have such a presence of police. 

“I mean we already hear how 
depleted they [the police] are for 
money. 

“What happens to their normal 
workload during the week, when 
they are down there escorting 
casual workers through to take 
working class people’s jobs, in our 
own country? 

“I really wonder how long peo¬ 
ple are going to allow the police 
to go in and protect this bloody 
company union.” 


Graham Niles, president of the 
Canterbury branch of the NZ Meat- 
workers Union, spoke to Socialist 
Worker about what he saw on the 
Nelson picket the end of January. 

His comments reflect the anger 
that many working class people felt 
when they saw how police openly 
sided with Carter Holt Harvey and 
attacked peaceful picketers who 
were trying to defend their jobs. 

If that anger is turned in to ac¬ 
tion in support of the Waterfront 
Workers Union, then Carter Holt 
and the law that backs them can be 
defeated. 


• More on the dispute on page 3. 

• Police and picket lines on page 5. 

• Support the watersiders lift-out leaflet in the centre. 



TAKING SIDES. Police attack Bluff picketers. 


STUFF THE LAW 






















voices from the trenches 


Visiting scientists speak out against GE 


by HEATHER LYALL 

ON FEBRUARY 2 more than 
300 people attended an 
Auckland meeting, organised 
by Friends of the Earth, on 
the risks of genetically engi¬ 
neered food. 

The speakers were Dr Ar- 
pad Pusztai, Dr Susan Bardocz 
and Dr Stanley Ewen. The 
three are in New Zealand to 
appear before the Royal Com¬ 
mission on Genetic Modifica¬ 
tion. 

Dr Pusztai is known inter¬ 
nationally for his research on 
the effects of GM potatoes 
fed to rats and the subsequent 
suppression of his findings 
along with the loss of his posi¬ 
tion as Senior Research Fel¬ 
low at the Rowett Research 
Institute. 

The results of Pusztai’s 
research showed that rats fed 
transgenic potatoes suffered 
harmful effects to their im¬ 
mune system, metabolism and 


organ development. 

All three scientists agreed 
that their main concern is the 
inadequate safety testing of GE 
products. 

Proper testing, investigating 
longer term effects, would take 
years of research for every crop. 
It would also require much 
greater safety precautions than 
are currently used. 

Governments around the 
world rely on evidence sup¬ 
plied by the biotech compa¬ 
nies themselves, who read¬ 
ily admit that their primary 
concern is profit. 

Dr Pusztai told how, “scien¬ 
tists have been approached and 
asked to change their stories. I 
did not change mine. I look at 
results as a scientist and make 
conclusions. 

“If I change my story to suit 
the sponsors, what is the point 
of science?” 

The international push for 
free market, “neo-liberal” 
policies has not left science 


untouched. 

Pusztai spoke of this devel¬ 
opment, “[In the past] the most 
important criteria was whether 
it was good science that was 
serving humanity. 

“Then we had Margaret 
Thatcher [former British 
Conservative prime minister,] 
who single handedly ruined 
science and said that we must 
have a product at the end 
that makes money. She made 
it so it must be sponsored by 
corporations. 

“Good science is not based 
on any monetary considera¬ 
tions,” he said. 

During the discussion, 
Edward Goldsmith, founding 
editor of The Ecologist maga¬ 
zine pointed out that, “scien¬ 
tific research is controlled by 
multinationals. At present every 
regulatory board in Britain is 
made up of members of the 
biotech industry.” 

He stated that the corpo¬ 
rations are, “going beyond 


dishonest research to outright 
lies.” 

The logic of capitalist glo¬ 
balisation dictates that concerns 
about human health or the 
dangers to the wider environ¬ 
ment should not get in they 
way of the profits of the biotech 
multinationals. 

As Edward Goldsmith put it 
“we must get rid of the global 
economy if anything is to be 
saved.” 

To do that we need to build 
on the spirit of revolt that seen 
in the massive anti-capitalist 
protests around the world. 

We can’t leave it to the 
toothless Royal Commission 
to stop Genetic Engineering in 
New Zealand. 

We need to build a giant 
mass movement that takes di¬ 
rect action to stop GE products 
being produced or brought into 
this country, and that move¬ 
ment must be linked with the 
growing discontent with the 
profit driven system. 


‘An unprincipled about-face’ on Fiji 



"GOFF, GOFF, Goff, Goff. Why did ya call the sanctions off?" Chanted protesters 
outside the Rugby Sevens tournament. 


by JOE CAROLAN 
& DAVID COLYER 

IN MAY 2000 a coup 
swept away Fiji's 
Labour-led coalition 
government. 

The coup leaders 
talked about indigenous 
rights, but their real aim 
was to protect the privi¬ 
leges of the ruling class 
of chiefs and business 
people. 

George Speight, 
the front man for the 
coup, is now in jail—he 
has served his purpose 
and been dispensed 
with. But Fiji remains 
under the control of an 
undemocratic and racist 
regime, backed by the 
military. 

NZ Labour con¬ 
demned the coup, but 
their main concern has 
always been looking 
after the profits of the 
many New Zealand busi¬ 
nesses which operate 
in Fiji. 

That's why Labour 
refused to implement 
the economic sanctions 
called for by the Fijian 


Labour Party and trade 
unions. And because 
the current dictator¬ 
ship is committed to 
maintaining a stable 
environment for busi¬ 
ness, our government is 
not even enforcing the 
purely symbolic sport¬ 
ing ban. 

Nik Naidu, an activist 
for the Auckland based 
Coalition for Democracy 
in Fiji, spoke to Socialist 
Worker. 

"The [NZ] govern¬ 
ment promised so called 
smart sanctions against 
this racist coup. Well, 
they're not very smart, 
are they? They've 
watered them down to 
the stage that they're 
ineffective. 

"The coalition 
government in NZ 
denounced the coup 
in Fiji and promised to 
cut sporting ties until 
democracy was restored 
there. So far, they 
haven't prevented coup 
supporters or those con¬ 
nected with the military 
government from com¬ 
ing to New Zealand, and 


now they've issued visas 
to the Fiji Sevens team; 
this is an unprincipled 
about-face. 

"As things stand, Fi¬ 
ji's Indian population is 
denied democratic rep¬ 
resentation, restricted 
in what public offices 
they can hold, being 
robbed of their liveli¬ 
hoods and driven off 
land they have worked 


on for decades. 

"Every time the 
average working Fijian 
[Indian or indigenous] 
has had a chance at a 
fair election, they've 
voted out the corrupt, 
post colonial establish¬ 
ment. And every time 
the elite has responded 
with a coup. 

"We urge demo¬ 
cratic-minded New 


Zealanders to show 
Fiji and the world that 
although we love sport 
and rugby we also be¬ 
lieve in the right of all 
nationalities to equal¬ 
ity. Apartheid cannot 
be tolerated." 

■ Contact the Coalition 
for Democracy in Fiji, PO 
Box 52-089, Kingsland, 
Auckland, email: cdfnz@ 
xtra.co.nz. 
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what we think 


Time to take sides update 


THE COPS know who's side 
they're on. 

The Federated Farmers, 
the National Party and other 
bosses' groups are all support¬ 
ing Carter Holt Harvey (CHH) 
against the Waterfront Work¬ 
ers Union (WWU). 

But which side is Labour on? 

Labour and the Alliance 
campaigned on a "worker 
friendly" platform and prom¬ 
ised "fairer" industrial laws. 

But in this dispute Helen 
Clark has declared her govern¬ 
ment "neutral". 

In practice this means sup¬ 
porting the way things are. 
And, despite the new Employ¬ 
ment Relations Act (ERA), the 
way things are is in the bosses' 
favour. 

CHH is free to replace WWU 
members with casual workers 




f 



Massive support 


THE SOCIALIST Workers Or¬ 
ganisation has been getting 
a huge amount of interest in 
our leaflet Their fight is ours! 
(There's a copy in the centre of 
this paper.) 

Trade unionists. Green 
Party and Alliance activists, 
and even prominent Labour 
Party members have con¬ 
tacted us to request copies to 
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and the most WWU members 
can legally do is stand outside 
the gates and protest. 

That's hardly fair. 

But even Laila Harre, the Al¬ 
liance's Associate Labour Min¬ 
ister, who went to the Nelson 
picket to support the union, 
seems embarrassed about it. 

Both her and Helen Clark 
stressed that Harre urged the 
watersiders to settle the dispute 
through government media¬ 
tion. 


distribute. 

The response our small 
group is getting is an indica¬ 
tion of workers' desire to fight 
back and to help others that 
are fighting back. 

It shows that if top trade 
union leaders publicly called 
for solidarity action then the 
watersiders would get the sup¬ 
port they need to win. 


But mediation is a dead end. 
There is no room for compro¬ 
mise in this dispute. 

Either waterfront work is 
casualised, or it is not. So me¬ 
diation will only settle it if one 
side backs down. 

Clark knows that, so long as 
the WWU don't break the ERA'S 
laws against solidarity strikes, 
there's no way they can force 
CHH to back down. 

Her "neutrality" is siding with 
the bosses without saying so. 

Labour and Alliance MPs 
shouldn't be "neutral", and 
they shouldn't be apologetic 
about taking the side of the 
working class people who put 
them in government. 

They should be standing 
on the picket lines. And they 
should be doing everything 
they can in parliament to help 
the WWU win. 

For a start they should make 
solidarity strikes legal. 


THERE WERE two days 
of government sponsored 
mediation between the 
Waterfront Workers Union 
(WWU), Carter Holt Har¬ 
vey and Mainland Stevedor¬ 
ing on February 8 and 9. 
Further talks are scheduled 
for Friday the 16th. 

WWU general secre¬ 
tary Trevor Hansen said 
that while mediation was 
continuing he couldn’t com¬ 
ment on how the talks were 
going. 

However, a day before 
talks began, we asked 
Trevor if he agreed with our 
view that the WWU will not 
win unless the anti-strike 
laws are defied. 

“Yeah, that would be 
correct. Well, I don’t know if 
we’ll win it or not, but there 
is a defiant need for the 
right for solidarity strikes,” 
he said. 

Asked if he saw any 
other way of wining the 
dispute, he said: “No. If 
we can’t be successful 
in mediation we’ll prob¬ 
ably go and ask some of 
the other unions to get in 
behind us. Hopefully they 
will.” 


Spirit of resistance spreads 


CHH IS one of New Zealand's 
biggest companies, and it's 
owned by the even bigger 
American multinational Inter¬ 
national Paper. 

Giant firms like International 
Paper want a world where 
nothing stands in the way of 
them grabbing even more 
wealth, and they will trample 
on anyone and anything that 
gets in their way. 

They use international bod¬ 
ies like the World Trade Organi¬ 
sation (WTO) the International 
Monitory Fund (IMF) and the 
World Economic Forum (WEF) 
to enforce the free market 
agenda of globalisation. 

The multinationals and free 
market capitalism are going 
global, but so is mass resistance 
by ordinary people. 

Around the world, working 
class people are fed up with 
the way that the greedy cor¬ 


porations—who already rule 
our working lives—have more 
influence over the govern¬ 
ments, that we elected, than 
we do. 

A growing minority of 
people are joining together 
and getting active under the 
banner of "anti-capitalism". 

Socialist Worker is working 
to spread the spirit of resist¬ 
ance in Aotearoa. 

We want to build a revo¬ 
lutionary party that not only 
fights every injustice of the 
capitalist system, but seeks to 
overthrow it and replace it 
with a socialist society run by 
workers. 

If you want to fight for a 
society that puts people before 
profits then join us. 

• For the latest on the interna¬ 
tional anti-capitalist movement 
see page 6 
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what do 
socialists say? 


NELSON WATERFRONT workers picketing against casualisation have been intimidated by police; 
workers belonging to a "company union" have arrived to work under police protection, while news¬ 
paper editorials have denounced the actions of watersiders who are trying to protect their jobs. 

This situation is reminiscent of the famous 1951 waterfront lockout, which pitted employers, the 
government and the press against watersiders and thousands of other workers who took illegal 
strike action in solidarity. 

In the first of three articles. Socialist Worker looks at what lessons workers can learn from '51. 

Background to 
confrontation 



IT DIDN'T all go the cops' way. Here a unionist has been arrested, 
but a mass picket pins the police to a wall. Watersiders leader Alex 
Drennan (white arrow) calls on the men to give them a few minutes 
to negotiate their comrade's release. The cops were forced to release 
their prisoner. 


by VAUGHAN GUNSON 

IN 1951 the Cold War was at its 
height. 

It was the time of the Korean 
War, of McCathy’s witchhunts of 
the left in the US. 

In New Zealand, US officials 
often sat in on cabinet meetings 
to ensure that the government 
toed the line. 

The National Party, in power 
after 14 years of a Labour 
government, was determined to 
boost business profits by smash¬ 
ing the increasingly militant 
union movement. 

Like today, many workers 
had grown dissatisfied with the 
Labour Party. 

The Labour government from 
1935-49 had begun by introduc¬ 
ing significant welfare measures 
—like abolishing slave camps for 
the unemployed and building 
state houses. 

But it never had any intention 
of challenging the control of big 
business, and by the 1940s there 
was little to separate its policies 
from those of National. 

In 1949 the Labour govern¬ 
ment even intervened to help 
employers smash the communist- 
led carpenters union, which had 
been about to win a lock out. 

Arbitration 

At the time, industrial ne¬ 
gotiations were governed by 
the Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act (1936), which 
locked workers into a system of 
compulsory arbitration where 
any disputes were heard before 
government appointed judges. 

Arbitration took power away 
from grassroots union members. 
Negotiations were left to union 


leaders with little input from 
workers. 

The leaders of the Federation 
of Labour (FOL), New Zealand’s 
main union body at the time, 
favoured compulsory arbitration. 

They were just as afraid of 
strikes as the Labour government 
had been. 

But within the FOL there 
were strong unions based on 
rand and file democracy and 
militancy. The Waterside Work¬ 
ers Union (WWU), with 8,000 
members led by Jock Barnes, 
Toby Hill and Alex Drennan, 
was the most militant in the 
country. 

Tensions 

By 1950 tension between the 
right wing union bureaucrats and 
the democratic unions, whose 
members wished to be able to 
take direct action, had come to a 
head. 

In April the watersiders— 
along with miners, carpenters, 
drivers and freezing workers— 
split from the FOL to form the 
Trade Union Congress (TUC). 

During 1950, tensions between 
workers and employers grew 
as high inflation cut into pay 
packets. 

There were strikes by 
ships’ carpenters, freezing 
workers, cement workers 
and hydroelectric workers. 

A national strike by railway 
workers lasted ten days. 

The government and employ¬ 
ers were worried by the growing 
militancy and the threat of the 
TUC. They knew they had to 
crush the militant unions and 
chose the watersiders as the first 
target. 

At the beginning of 1951 the 


the 


Arbitration Court announced a 
15% wage increase for all work¬ 
ers. In an act of provocation, ship 
owners offered the watersiders 
only 9%. 

The WWU responded by 
refusing to work overtime. In 
retaliation, on February 19, em¬ 
ployers locked them out until the 
overtime ban was lifted. 

On February 21 the govern¬ 
ment came in on the side of 
employers and demanded that 
watersiders return to work. When 
the workers refused, a state of 
emergency was declared. 

On Monday morning, Febru¬ 
ary 26, watersiders unanimously 
voted to condemn the govern¬ 
ment and not to return to work. 


Unionists 

remember 

THE FOLLOWING quotes are re¬ 
printed from '51, an illustrated 
booklet of reminiscences of the 
1951 waterfront dispute, pro¬ 
duced by the Auckland 1951 
Reunion Committee and avail¬ 
able Sunday, Feb 25, at the 
reunion gathering, Pt Chevalier 
RSA, Great North Rd. 

Socialist Worker hopes to 
obtain copies to sell to our 
readers. Further details should 
be available next issue. 

‘And back they came. All 
branches, from Awanui in the 
far north to Bluff. The deci¬ 
sion of the rank and file—not 
Barnes and Hill—and they were 
unanimous. 

The offer was an insult and 
they pledged to implement any 
decision of the national execu¬ 
tive...’ 

JOCK BARNES 

‘There was never any 
thought of wanting the hus¬ 
bands to go back. 

They were fighting for 
higher pay and better condi¬ 
tions and anything the militant 
unions like the watersiders 
gained, it meant better condi¬ 
tions all round. They were the 


spearhead. They had the cour¬ 
age to fight for all workers.’ 

MICKEY OSMAN 

‘Lew [Williams] and Bob 
[Edwards] had bought an old 
typewriter and an Edison Dick 
duplicator which I repaired. 

Thus began a partnership 
which saw us printing linocut 
headings for our bulletins 


WHEN THE government 
announced the emergency 
regulations against the WWU, 
workers across the country 
spontaneously went out on 
strike in protest. At its height 
the strike numbered 22,000 
workers. 

The scale of the strike was 
so great that the government 
and employers considered 
backing down. 

However, support for the 
watersiders was undermined 
by the actions of the FOL 
leadership, who denounced the 
WWU and urged a return to 
work. 

Nevertheless, many militant 
unions continued to strike. 

During the 151 days of the 
lock out £50,000 was raised 
illegally to support workers 
and their families. Food depots 
were set up in Auckland and 
Wellington. 


and linocuts to illustrate 
some of our broadsheets. 

Our material was quite 
popular and Alex Drennan 
even asked us not to give them 
out before the officials spoke 
at the daily meetings in the 
Trades Hall—he said the men 
were laughing at the wrong 
times.’ 


An important factor in 
maintaining the determina¬ 
tion of the strikes, as well as 
informing other workers, were 
the many illegal bulletins and 
pamphlets denouncing the 
government, the capitalist 
press and the treacherous FOL 
leadership. 

Keeping the printing presses 
away from the police was dif¬ 
ficult. In one case pamphlets 
were being produced by a hand 
powered press in the back of a 
moving van. 

Although often attacked 
by armed police, mass dem¬ 
onstrations in support of the 
watersiders were common. 
On “Bloody Friday” June 
1, police attacked a dem¬ 
onstration on Queen St, 22 
people were badly injured. 
But two days later 17,000 
demonstrated in the Auck¬ 
land Domain. 


Police & 


by DAVID COLYER 

"POLICE CLEARLY have a 
partisan position." That's 
how Council of Trade Unions 
president Ross Wilson summed 
up the actions of police in the 
current dispute on South Island 
wharves. 

When police violently attack 
protests or pickets the official 
myths about their role in soci¬ 
ety are challenged. 

These myths tell us that the 
police never "take sides" in 
political or industrial disputes, 
"respect democratic rights to 
protest" and "uphold law and 
order" for the benefit of all 
"law abiding citizens". 

Of all the cliches about the 
police there is probably only 
one that has any truth. That is 
that, when they use violence 
to get their way, they "are only 
doing their job". 

Of course, when the cops 
use this phrase they are hoping 
it will let them off the hook. 
They say they don't make the 
law, they just enforce it. 

But the police have plenty 
of discretion about how they 
enforce the law, and which jobs 
they give the highest priority 
to. 

For example, police chiefs 
could easily say to Carter Holt 
Harvey and Mainland Stevedor¬ 
ing : "Sorry, we can't spare any¬ 
one at the moment, we'll send 
an officer in a day or two." 

That's what often happens 
when someone from a working 
class neighbourhood rings up 
about a burglary, but not when 
capitalists report a picket or 
protest. 

However, it's not just the 
cops' attitude that's to blame 
for their "partisan position". 

The law itself favours the 
interests of bosses against 
those of workers. In fact, that's 
its primary purpose. 

Under capitalism, employers 
are the "ruling class" in society. 

Their wealth is created by 
the workers they hire. And they 
are forever trying to increase 
their profits by paying workers 
less. 

This creates a constant strug¬ 
gle between bosses and work¬ 
ers. The state exists to keep the 
working class majority under 


picket 

control. 

Anytime ordinary peo¬ 
ple try to take a stand that 
threatens the bosses' control, 
the police are there to beat 
them down. 

Through the media and 
their political parties. Na¬ 
tional and Act, the ruling 
class justify the police's use 
of violence because, they say, 
the "rule of law" must always 
be upheld. 

They've got things back¬ 
wards. It's not the existence of 
the law that allows the cops to 
use violence, but the police's 
use of violence that allows the 
law to exist. 

If the cops weren't there 
to arrest anyone who breaks 
them, laws that protect the rich 
(at the expense of the rest of 
us) would never be obeyed and 
would cease to exist. 

That's been the case in this 
country every since the Armed 
Constabulary (from which our 
police force is descended) was 
first used to impose "British 
justice" on to Maori. 

For the watersiders to win 
the current dispute, the law 
must be defied. That means 
showing the police that there 
are more people prepared to 
break the law than they can 
deal with. 

Likewise, if we are to have 
a genuine "justice" system— 
where the interests of the 
working class majority are put 
first—we must tear down the 
capitalist state. 

In its place we can build a 
socialist society where every 
position of authority—from 
those who draft the law to 
those who enforce it—is under 
democratic control. 



AN ILLEGAL cartoon from 1951 
The dates list the major strug¬ 
gles in NZ when armed police 
and "special constables" were 
used to attack workers. 



MAY 18, police charge a workers' demonstration on Auckland's 
Queen Street. Many shoppers were knocked down. Nine union¬ 
ists were arrested for "obstruction" and "assault", when they were 
bailed that night they were still covered in their own blood. 


LEN GALE 

Thousands gave support 
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international 


Porto Alegre—forum of struggle and debate 



THOUSANDS MARCHED in Porto Alegre to launch the World Social Forum. 


SEAN PURDY reports from 
Porto Alegre in Brazil 

"OUR EXPECTATION is that 
the World Social Forum will 
provide an incentive for the 
organisation and mass struggle 
of the people." 

With those words Joao Pedro 
Stedile of the Landless Rural 
Workers Movement (MST) in 
Brazil opened the World Social 
Forum last weekend. 

The forum is the latest mass 
gathering about resistance to 
globalisation. 

It began with a militant 
10,000-strong demonstration 
which brought together trade 
unions and community groups 
from all over South America 
and around the world. 

Some 1,300 members of the 
MST opened the second day 
by destoying 2.5 hectares of ge¬ 
netically modified soya and corn 
belonging to the multinational 
Monsanto. 

Organised as a counter¬ 
forum to the meeting of the 
world’s rich in Davos, Switzer¬ 
land, the five-day conference 
brought together thousands of 
anti-capitalist activists. 

While the forum discussed a 
wide variety of questions, one of 
the main issues was the struggle 
against organisations such as 
the Free Trade Agreement of 
the Americas, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Trade Organisation 


(WTO). 

These issues also brought out 
clear differences in strategy. 

The official hosts and or¬ 
ganisers of the event were the 
Workers Party governments 
of Porto Alegre and the state 
of Rio Grande do Sul. They 
are like a larger version of the 
Alliance, and have talked tough 
about institutions like the IMF 
and WTO, and foreign debt. 

Yet they refuse to call for 


the abolition of debt and such 
institutions. This position was 
also shared by some campaign¬ 
ing groups at the forum. 

But it was also clear that the 
majority of ordinary work¬ 
ers and students at the forum 
believed in a mass struggle to 
smash the institutions of capital¬ 
ist globalisation. Filipino sociol¬ 
ogy professor Walden Bello 
received massive applause when 
he argued that the IMF needed 


to be destroyed. 

Patricia Perreira, a Brazil¬ 
ian student and Workers Party 
activist, summed up the mood 
of many participants. 

She told Socialist Worker that 
we needed to link up with other 
activists to build an alternative 
to neo-liberalism: “We can build 
a different world. We can build 
revolutions of fraternity, revolu¬ 
tions of liberty, revolutions of 
equality.” 


Israel elects the war criminal Sharon 


from British Socialist Worker 

ARIEL SHARON, the man 
responsible for the massacre 
of 2000 Palestinian refugees in 
West Beirut in 1982, is now the 
head of the only nuclear power 
in the Middle East. 

Sharon is a vicious racist 
who has made his living over 
the last 50 years repressing and 
persecuting Palestinians. 

The state of Israel was 
founded in 1948 after set¬ 
tler militias forcibly expelled 
750,000 Palestinians from their 
homeland. 

In the 1950s Sharon led 
Israeli forces against Palestini¬ 
an villages and refugee camps 
in the West Bank and Gaza, 
areas where a large number 
of Palestinians had fled to 


after 1948. 

In one attack in 1953, his 
unit destroyed the West Bank 
village of Qibya by dynamit¬ 
ing houses with Palestinian 
residents still inside. 69 people 
died. 

He was the military com¬ 
mander of Gaza throughout 
the 1970s after Israel invaded 
and occupied the West Bank 
and Gaza in 1967. 

Sharon was defence minis¬ 
ter in the Israeli government 
in the 1980s. He led the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon in 1982 to 
drive the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation from the country. 
Around 20,000 people were 
killed. 

The Israeli army occupied 
Beirut and allowed its allies, 
the Christian fascists to enter 


the Palestinian refugee camps 
of Sabra and Shatilla. 

Israeli soldiers secured the 
perimeter as the fascists slaugh¬ 
tered over 2,000 men, women 
and children. 

The massacres at Sabra and 
Shatilla sent waves of revulsion 
across the world. Even an Israeli 
court found Sharon responsible 
for the deaths and he had to 
leave office. 

As the journalist Robert Fisk, 
who saw the refugee camps 
the day after the massacre, 
said of Sharon, "His name is 
synonymous with butchery, 
with bloated corpses and dis¬ 
embowelled women and dead 
babies, with rape and pillage 
and murder." 

Arabs despise Sharon for his 
racist and brutal past. 


That is why they rose up 
and began a new intifada, or 
uprising, when he visited the 
Temple Mount, one of the holi¬ 
est sites in Islam, in Jerusalem 
to prove Israel's superiority. 


To learn more about the 
Palestinian struggle for free¬ 
dom, read this pamphlet: 

the new 
intifada 

Israel, imperialism and 
Palestinian resistance 
by Anne Alexander 

Available for $3 (including p&p) 
from Box 13-685 Auckland 
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A sporting chance 


by DON FRANKS 

HOW CAN kids become more 
physically and mentally fit? 

Regular protest marching 
would help, I reckon. 

More school sports is the 
answer, says the recent Govern¬ 
ment task force report: Getting 
Set for an Active Nation. 

That report says the primary 
and intermediate school day 
should extend to include an 
extra half hour of compulsory 
sport. 

Education Minister Trevor 
Mallard indicates his govern¬ 
ment may bring this in. 

National Party education 
spokesperson Nick Smith 
would support the change, and 
major newspapers have also 
chimed in. 

Wellington’s Evening Post, 
above a report finding two 
schoolboys in favour of the 
idea, headlined its front page: 

“Kids keen on longer day 
for sport”. 

Teachers’ unions have a dif¬ 
ferent view. 

Primary teachers’ union 
president Amanda Coulston 
said: “There are real issues 
around keeping five, six and 
seven year old in school for an¬ 
other half an hour. It is a long 
day for them as it is.” 

Amanda Coulston is right, 
and there are other issues as 
well. 

As a school cleaner I see 
teachers routinely stay working 
at their desks for hours after 
the children have gone home. 

There is simply not time for 
existing staff to carry this extra 


load demanded of them. 

Also, physical fitness, play 
and sport aren’t all the same 
thing. 

The “sport” of today is not a 
fun thing to do after work, but 
more and more an extension 
of work itself. A minority of 
professional “players” destroy 
their bodies by overuse in 
desperate attempts to win, so 
they won’t be sacked from their 
sponsors’ teams. 

Those not “playing” are 
exhorted by all media to see a 
win for the sponsors’ team as 
the only possible way in which 
enjoyment can be taken from a 
sport. (A leading cricket writer 
demanded that the last two one 
dayers against Sri Lanka be 
called off because, having lost 
the first three, there was no way 
the Clear Black Caps could win 
the series!) 

But wouldn’t compulsory 
sport for kids undermine cor¬ 
porate sport by encouraging 
greater mass participation? 

Maybe. 

If that really is the estab¬ 
lishment’s aim they should be 
calling for four weeks annual 
holidays, shorter working hours 
and restoration of the weekend 
so working parents can play 
with their kids. 

We'll see children’s sports in 
working class areas adequately 
funded at every level, without 
a logo in sight. And the sports 
and games that kids want to 
play - like skate boarding 
- would be encouraged. 

Until then let’s all stand 
ready to march in support of 
the teachers unions. 


50 YEARS OF STRUGGGLE 

From 1951 r s NZ waterfront lockout to 
today's global anti-capitalism 

★ PUBLIC MEETING ★ 

- Time & venue not finalised - 

(Hopefully, 8pm March 1 or 2, 

Auckland Trades Hall, 147 Great North Rd) 

Speakers ★ media commentator CHRIS TROTTER 
★socialist KANE FROBES 

* meeting hosted by Socialist Workers Organisation 
Contact Grant at 634 3377 or gcm@actrix.co.nz 
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SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis 
and war. Although workers create 
society’s wealth, it is controlled by the 
ruling class for its own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when 
the working class takes control of 
social wealth and democratically 
plans its production and distribution 
to meet human needs, not private 
profits. This will eliminate all class 
divisions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as China 
and Cuba, just like the former Soviet 
Union and the Eastern bloc, have 
nothing to do with socialism. They 
are state capitalist. We support the 
struggles of workers against every 
dictatorial stalinist ruling class. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 

The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and 
oppression, contrary to what Al¬ 
liance, Labour and union leaders 
claim. It must be overthrown by the 
working class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, 
police and judiciary protect the ruling 
class. These institutions cannot be 
taken over and used by the working 
class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state - a democratic workers state 
based on workers councils and 
workers militia. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

Workers in every country are ex¬ 
ploited by capitalism, so the struggle 
for socialism is global. 


We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose 
all immigration controls. We sup¬ 
port all genuine national liberation 
struggles. 

We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading 
working class revolutions around 
the world. 

LIBERATION FROM OPPRESSION 

We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, 
Maori, Pacific Islanders, lesbians 
and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used 
to divide the working class. 

We support the right of all 
oppressed groups to organise for 
their own defence. Their liberation is 
essential to socialist revolution and 
impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori 
self determination. 

The government’s approach to 
Treaty claims has benefited a Maori 
elite while doing little for working 
class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will 
only become a reality with the estab¬ 
lishment of a workers state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most mili¬ 
tant sections of the working class 
have to be organised into a mass 
revolutionary socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of 
building such a party through 
involvement in the day-to-day strug¬ 
gles of workers and the oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisa¬ 
tion must grow in size and influence 
to provide leadership in the struggle 
for working class self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions 
with a rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to 
fight for socialism, then join us. 


Get involved with the SWO 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone Vaughan: (09) 433 8897 


★ AUCKLAND 


• City Branch meets 7.30pm 
every Tuesday at the Methodist 
Mission, Queen St (opp. Town 
Hall). 

Phone Kane: 629 5401 

• South Branch meets 7.30pm 
every Wednesday at the 
Socialist Centre, 86 Princes St, 
Onehunga. Phone David: 634 
3984 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie: 345 9853 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
Venue not yet arranged. 


Phone Gordon: 972 2296 for 
details. 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
in the International Room, 
University of Canterbury Students 
Association. 

Phone Don: 385 5268 


★ DUNEDIN 


Phone Jonah: 453 6434 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


SWO members elsewhere in 
NZ and our sister organisations 
overseas can be contacted 
through the SWO's national 
office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984. 

Fax: (09) 634 3936. 

Write: Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


SWO Web-site http://www.crosswinds.net/~swonz 
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Maori disatisfaction grows 


by VAUGHAN GUNSON 

AT THE beginning of the 
Labour government's term in 
office Helen Clark trumpeted 
the Closing the Gaps policy. 

The Prime Minister was 
going to take personal responsi¬ 
bility for closing the social and 
economic gaps between Maori 
and Pakeha. 

One year on, many promi¬ 
nent Maori are questioning La¬ 
bour’s commitment to achieving 
this goal. 

Ratana Church elder Tu- 
manako Wereta said to Clark “I 
would suggest, Prime Minister, 
that you would do well to un¬ 
derstand that you are on notice 
to perform.” 

Maori broadcaster, Derek 
Fox, who is forming a Maori 
party to contest the next elec¬ 
tions, has said that Labour, 
having regained the Maori vote 
at the last election, has shown 
“complete disrespect” for its 
Maori supporters. 

Even Alliance MP, Willie 
Jackson, has criticised his 
government for failing to 
deliver. 

Time and again Helen Clark 
has backed down in the face 
of thinly veiled racism from 
National, Act and NZ First. 

• Dover Samuels was sacked 
after the Act Party’s muck-rak¬ 
ing campaign against Labour’s 
Maori MPs 

• Tariana Turia was banned 
from using the (completely 
justified) word “holocaust” to 
describe effects of colonisation 
on Maori. 

• Most recently Clark has 
lowered the flag on her “flag 
ship” policy and replaced the 
term “Closing the Gaps” with 
“Social Equity”. 

This bland term is a fitting 
symbol of the government’s 
retreat. 

For many working class 
people—both Maori and Pa¬ 
keha—the term closing the gaps 
suggested that Labour was really 
going to do something to elimi¬ 
nate the poverty and inequality 



HELEN CLARK has boycotted Waitangi, but the issues won't go away. 


DEREK FOX argues that Maori 
will get nowhere "hanging on 
to the coat-tales" of Labour 
and National. 

His answer is a separate 
Maori party, which, he hopes, 
will hold the balance of power 
in parliament. 

This tactic was tried by the 
Maori MPs in New Zealand 
First. They ended up propping 
up Shipley. 

Even if all Maori were to 
vote for Derek Fox's party, they 
would still end up with a choice 
between National or Labour. 

Supporting National means 
supporting their attacks on 
poor and working class Maori. 

That leaves Labour, which is 
what we have now. 

Labour is failing Maori not 
because it is dominated by 
Pakeha, but because it is com¬ 
mitted to the capitalist system 
and is not prepared to stand up 
to big business. 

Real gains for flax roots 
Maori only come from mass 
movements outside parliament. 

Unless it leads a revival of 
flax roots action, Derek Fox's 
party will find itself, at best, in 
the same position as the Alli¬ 
ance or, at worst, propping up 
National like NZ First. 


that was created by the market 
reforms of the ’80s ’90s. 

The government have tried 
to take advantage of this feel¬ 
ing, and have justified the name 
change by saying they want to 
close the gaps between rich and 
poor, as well as those between 
Maori and Pakeha. 

But the weakness of the 
Closing the gaps / Social 
Equity policy has always been 
that—apart from re-introduc¬ 
ing income related rets for state 
houses—Labour was doing little 
to improve the living standards 
of the working class as a whole. 

The biggest factor in the 
growing Maori dissatisfaction 
with Labour is that the lives of 
ordinary Maori have changed 
very little. 


Fighting a common enemy 


THE GAPS between Maori 
and Pakeha are a legacy of 
the colonial holocaust that 
occurred as the capitalist 
system was imposed on to 
Aotearoa, as well as continu¬ 
ing racism. 

These gaps grew massively 
during the ’80s and ’90s as 
a result of the free market 
reforms. 

All working class people 
have suffered as a result of the 
market, but Maori have suf¬ 
fered more than most. 

To get rid of social and 
economic inequality, we need 
to gid rid of the market. 


But Labour’s not even 
prepared to interfere with it. 
They’re too concerned about 
staying on side with business, 
who profit from widening 
gaps. 

To demand more from La¬ 
bour and to fight the market, 
workers need to unite. 

That means Pakeha 
workers supporting the 
struggle for tino rangiti- 
ratanga, as well as joining 
with Maori to fight togeth¬ 
er around common issues 
like wages, benefit levels 
and access to health and 
education. 
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★if you liked reading this paper, 

THEN SEND IN THIS FORM: 

□ I want to join the Socialist Workers Organisation 




XnatSO* 


_j I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker 

Posted to you every fortnight. Enclose $30 for year, $15 six months. 


NAME.PHONE- 

ADDRESS.. 


Post to SWO, Box 13-685 Auckland. Phone: (09) 634 3984 Email: sociaIist-wwker@pl.ret 



















